
Through my vocation, God is glorified 

Opening prayer 

Lord Jesus, praise be to your holy name, for you died to save us.  
We know that from your place at your Father’s right hand, you bless us and help us every day.  
Help us sing your praises now and forever. Amen. 

 

Through my vocation, Christ continues to do his work in the world 

Read John 15:1-5. 

1. How are branches able to bear fruit? 

2. How are Christians able to do good works? 

Read Ephesians 2:8-10. 

1. What further evidence is there that the works we do are God’s works, not simply our own? 

Read Matthew 10:42. 

1. Evaluate this statement: When we speak about the Lord’s work, we should think primarily about 
the work of spreading the gospel. 

 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:58. 

1. How can we know for certain that our “labor is not in vain in the Lord?” 

2. Nadine is down at church almost all the time. She plays the organ. She teaches Sunday school. She 
serves as church secretary. She is president of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society. Her 
involvement in church activities leaves her very little time to spend with her family or in her 
community. Sue would like to cut back on church activities, but she’s worried she’ll miss out on 
opportunities to serve her Lord. Comment. 

 
 
 
Wherever there is such faith and assurance of grace in Christ, you can also confidently conclude with regard to your vocation 
and works that these are pleasing to God and are true and good Christian fruits. Furthermore, such temporal and physical 
works as governing a land and people, managing a house, rearing and teaching children, serving, toiling, etc., also develop 
into fruit that endures unto life everlasting. Thus the holy patriarch Abraham and our holy ancestress Sarah will be 
commended and praised on Judgment Day for their marital life. Although the married estate will come to an end and be no 
more, as will all the life and activity of this world, yet this holy Sarah, and others with her, will receive their little crowns 
because they were pious spouses and mothers, not by reason of their works per se—for these had to cease—but because they 
did these works in faith. In like manner, the works of all Christians are performed to God’s everlasting pleasure; they will not 
be despised, as will those of non-Christians, but will have their eternal reward also in yonder life, because they are works done 
in Christ and grow from the Vine. 

—Martin Luther (Luther’s Works 24:220f) 
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Through my vocation, Christ reaches people with his gospel 

Think about your life. Who brought you the gospel? How did Jesus bring you to faith? 

 

 

Read John 1:35-42. 

1. Upon learning who Jesus was, Andrew found his brother, told him what he had learned, and 
brought him to Jesus. The Scriptures give no indication that someone told him to do that. Think of 
several reasons why that was the natural thing to do. 

2. The account about Andrew suggests a very natural place for us to look for people with whom we 
can share the good news. Where? 

3. Why is it natural for us to want to share the good news with those closest to us? 

Read 2 Kings 5:1-3, 14, 15. 
1. How did Naaman learn that Israel was the place to find a prophet of the true God? 

2. Most people would have considered this girl’s vocation to be a very lowly position. Yet, how did 
God work through this lowly vocation to accomplish a grand purpose? 

3. It’s unlikely that giving religious advice was part of this girl’s job description. Why do you think 
she did it? 

4. Where, then, is another likely place to find people with whom we can share the gospel? 

5. A congregation has no formal evangelism committee and sets aside no money in the budget for 
outreach. It does no door-to-door canvassing, doesn’t do phone campaigns, and schedules no 
special outreach events.  

Evaluate this statement: The people of that congregation must not understand the purpose of the 
church, because they aren’t interested in evangelism. 


